SNAG - HEY, GUESS WHAT?

SNAG is an international band with members from around the world. The musicis an eclectic blend of jazz,
South American rhythms and folk themes with popular western music influences. Their original compositions
reflect a broad diversity, from thematic based Ornette Coleman-type tunes to Nordic influenced mood pieces.

SNAG’s debut CD, Hey, Guess What?, recorded July ‘97 in Switzerland and officially launched at Moods Jazz Club
(Zurich) June ‘98, presented a new stage in their development as an ensemble and is now available in Australia
onJazzhead

THE BAND MEMBERS ARE:

Stephen Magnusson (Melbourne, Australia) - guitar
Julien Wilson (Melbourne, Australia) - tenor saxophone
Bjorn Meyer (Stockholm, Sweden) - basses

Sergio Beresovsky (Bahia Blanca, Argentina) - drums

CD REVIEWS

“Guitarist, Stephen Magnusson, a significant voice in Melbourne’s contemporary jazz scene. . .rides the grooves
smartly, shaping lines that twist and leap when you least expect them to .. . and plays dreamy, sighing solos that
invite time to stand still. There are echoes of Joe Lovanao’s partnership with John Scofield in the way the tenor
and guitar combine in the ensembles and spur each other on in their solos. The music ranges from ethereal
reflection to vigorous interaction and the players do it all convincingly.

Adrian Jackson, THE AGE, 1 Jan 98

“Award winning saxophonist Julien Wilson, at turns lithe and tempestuous, combines well with the wonderfully
fluid electric guitar of Stephen Magnusson. Their European bandmates interact with a high level of interplay and
provide very strong rhythmic support. SNAG is a group very much deserving a wider recognition.”

Gerry Koster, PBS FM, March ‘98

“OVER THE RAINBOW Three continents, even more musical styles and yet harmonious: . . .Jazz is an international
music form and the quartet SNAG proves it ... Categories like Jazz, Rock, or others do not do justice to their
music. . . . the musical concepts of Ornette Coleman are as present as those of pop music icon Bjork, as well as
South American rhythms and a homage to master bassist Charles Mingus. It is a tribute to SNAG that this ride
across the musical rainbow . ... . .. actually results in forming a musical identity. Whoever had the chance to hear
SNAG live, as | did recently at “Moods” in Zurich, will listen to the CD with different ears. The feeling of joyful
abandon and excitement coming from the stage during the live concert is replaced by a controlled coolness on
the studio recording. But whether cool or hot the moods are what count. And they are intensive indeed”.

Peter Burli, TAGE ANZIEGER (Zurich), 1 July 98 (Translated from German)



THE BAND

Stephen Magnusson and Julien Wilson are both Victorian College of the Arts (VCA) graduates from Melbourne
(86 & ‘93 respectively). Stephen was an in-demand session player and guitar teacher at VCA and Melbourne
University before he left Melbourne early ‘94 to live in Europe. He was a founding member of The Jennifers
and has performed in Niko Schauble’s Hot Six, Papa Carlo, Night Music and Tibetan Dixie projects with Arthur
Blythe, Mark Simmonds, Scott Tinkler and Enrico Rava to name just a few. He has also added his talents to the
AFI Award winning Road To Nihil soundtrack, Paul Williamson’s Hammond Combo, The Australian Art
Orchestra, The European Art Ensemble and Festa. Late ‘98 sees Stephen return to Australia after four years
based in Zurich including time spent studying in Europe and the US with Mick Goodrick, Steve Coleman and
Chris Rosenburg

Julien Wilson was winner of the National Jazz Award at Wangaratta Jazz Festival in ‘94 and leads his own trio
and Festa in Melbourne. Festa’s first CD was released late ‘96 and their second one is due out mid 2000 thru
Jazzhead. It features Novak Conrad (guitar), Will Guthrie (drums) and alternately Tim Neal (organ) or Nick
Sinclair (electric bass). Julien is a current member of Ish Ish and The Australian Art Orchestra. Both recorded
albums last year at Melbourne’s ABC studios. He was a guest soloist with Ruby Fruit Jungle and Madame Pat
Thomson’s Orkestra while at The Edinburgh Festival in ‘97. Other credits include David Tolley’s That, The Big
One, Jim Kelly Trio, Tibetan Dixie, The Hoodangers; Dave O’Higgins and Odeon Pope’s Saxophone Choir.

Sergio Beresovsky was born near Bahia Blanca in Argentina. Sergio studied music at Bahia Conservatory and
performed there most notably with La Gestorial and Tacho. He also recorded with The Pedro Giorlandini Trio
before moving to Brazil to study and perform North-Eastern Brazilian music with national and international
artists, culminating with performances at the Free Jazz Festival in S&o Paulo ‘89. Based in Zurich since ‘90,
“Bere” has performed and recorded mainly in the Latin music scene, with Diana Miranda, Julinho Martins,
Hermetto Pascoal and Ana Caram, including support spots at Viva Brasil Festival in Brussels for Toots
Thielman, Gilberto Gill and Elaine Elias. “Bere” and Stephen have played together in a wide variety of
situations in and around Zurich over the last four years and have developed a musical connection that is
almost telepathic.

Bjorn Meyer is an exceptionally talented musician from Stockholm, Sweden. Since moving to Zurich three
years ago he remains a current member of bands in Zurich, Bern, Stockholm and Madrid, and makes regular
trips to Sweden to perform and record. On both electric six-string or upright five-string basses Bjorn is an
accomplished and highly respected performer and clinician of Flamenco, Cuban, Jazz and Traditional Swedish
music. His attention to detail has seen him flown to New York, London, Cuba, Turkey, Paris and Madrid to add
his special touch to projects by artists such as Nina Corte, Milla Jovavich and The Gypsy Kings. Bjérn was co-
producer and co-writer on two CD’s by Swedish band, Hatuey, Songo Mondongo & La Leyenda and two by The
Erik Steen Flamenco band, Por Donde Me Lleva El Ritmo & Entre Atardecer Y Amanecer. He engineered, co-
produced and co-wrote Milla Jovavich’s new album and both the SNAG CD’s as well as playing bass on all of
them.
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